STAFF MEETING MINUTES
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY CITY BUILDING, 555 S. 10™ STREET
ROOM 112
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021
8:30 A.M.

Commissioners Present: Rick Vest, Chair; Deb Schorr, Vice Chair; Roma Amundson; Sean Flowerday
and Christa Yoakum

Others Present: Dave Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative
Officer; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office

Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board, and the
Lancaster County, Nebraska, website and emailed to media on March 24, 2021 and published in the
Lincoln Journal Star print edition and website on March 22, 2021.

The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:33 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

1. APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH 18, 2021

MOTION: Amundson moved and Yoakum seconded approval of the March 18, 2021 Staff Meeting
minutes. Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Motion carried 5-0.

2. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC

Kohout reviewed the weekly report (Exhibit 1). He said the Legislature has focused on LB215
(Change 911 service surcharge provisions), and a resolution to LR29 (Provide for appointment by the
Executive Board of a special committee to be known as the Eastern Service Area Child Welfare
Contract Special Investigative and Oversight Committee of the Legislature) which would grant
subpoena power to the committee without the consent of the executive board. LB529 (Change
provisions for the distribution of lottery funds used for education, transfer powers and duties, create
new acts and funds, and change education provisions) advanced to Select File. Additionally, the
Legislative budget will be available later this morning with budget discussions anticipated on Monday
or Tuesday.

Revenue packages are being developed that include LB454 (Adopt the School Property Tax
Stabilization Act and change the valuation of agricultural land), LB2 (Change the valuation of
agricultural land and horticultural land for certain school district taxes), scholarships for youth in
private schools and early childhood education tax deductions. Kohout noted he and Miller will
monitor the revenue packages for any inclusion of LB310 (Change inheritance tax rates and
exemption amount).

Kohout thanked the Commissioners, Derbin and Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Director, for
speaking to the senators about LB408 (Adopt the Property Tax Request Act). A pictograph of the
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distribution of County tax dollars for reference in talking points is being developed.

Concerning LB271 (Adopt the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act), Kohout stated a revised amendment to the
bill was drafted to include language to ensure the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) can receive
payments from the County.

Kohout said there has been a request to add LB242 (Provide for county bridges under the Political
Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act) on the Consent Calendar.

An amendment was filed on LB83 (Change the Open Meetings Act to provide for virtual conferencing)
to include language on the ability of Sanitary and Improvement Districts (SID) to meet virtually when
there is a declared emergency.

Kohout noted LB561 (Rename and change powers and duties of the State Racing Commission,
change keno provisions, and provide for sports wagering and change regulation and enforcement of
gambling activities at licensed racetrack enclosures), LB644 (Adopt the Property Tax Request Act),
LB2 (Change the valuation of agricultural land and horticultural land for certain school district taxes),
and LB613 (Change provisions relating to hearings and decisions on appeals under the Tax
Equalization and Review Commission Act) will be monitored.

Additionally, LB313 (Change provisions relating to late applications for homestead exemptions)
advanced to General File and LR25 (Provide the Legislative Council appoint a special committee of
the Legislature to be known as the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center Special Oversight
Committee of the Legislature) was passed.

Flowerday said LB444 (Change provisions relating to credit against jail terms) may have implications
on lowering jail days for individuals with good behavior while incarcerated.

Additionally, a pictograph on LB408 (Exhibit 2), a comprehensive listing of bills (Exhibit 3), a listing of
bills the Board is taking action on (Exhibit 4), and a listing of the Board positions (Exhibit 5) were
provided.
ACTION ITEMS
B. Closing Certificate for District Energy Corporation (DEC) Facility Revenue
Refunding Bonds Series 2021A and B for the DEC Facility serving the County-
City Campus

MOTION: Schorr moved and Amundson seconded to approve the Chair signing the closing
certificate. Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Motion carried 5-0.

NOTE: A signed copy is on file in the Clerk’s Office.
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DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

A. Commissioners’ Award of Excellence
Ames stated Human Resources (HR) would like the Board office to take over the Commissioners’
Award of Excellence. She noted the office does have the capacity to do so if the Board wishes.
The Board requested to know from HR if there would be a reduction in the County fees paid to HR
and how much time this task takes.

DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED

A. Southeast Nebraska Development District (SENDD) Board Meeting — Vest
Vest said the meeting was cancelled.

B. New Americans Task Force Meeting — Yoakum
Yoakum reported there have been some refugee resettlements. Also, the Gateways for Growth
committee met and is putting together a steering committee to write a strategic plan to include

community safety, economic development, and education.

Also, there will be a vigil at Tower Square due to the recent violence against the Asian-American
community.

C. Emergency Medical Oversight Governing Board Meeting — Flowerday

Flowerday said there was discussion on new medications that the paramedics will be able to
distribute to prevent heart attacks.

D. Monthly Meeting with Chair, Vice-Chair and Planning Department — Vest /
Schorr / Derbin

Vest stated the Planning Department is continuing to work on the Comprehensive Plan.
OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED
Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Call with Governor Ricketts
Schorr reported Governor Ricketts said the funds set aside for the new prison are for a replacement
for the current prison facility. He also said he plans to use the State allocation of the upcoming

federal funding to focus on job training, and business support.

She also stated there were discussions on the difficulties of resident travel due to the closing of
certain roads in Wyoming, on Space Command, and the December NACO conference.
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3. PUBLIC DEFENDER SOCIAL WORKER UPDATE - Joe Nigro, Public Defender; Rebecca
Meinders, Social Worker, Public Defender's Office

Meinders reviewed her position with the Public Defender’s Office. She said she assists clients with
needs and plans pertaining to causal factors that brought them in to the criminal justice system,
including mental illness, addiction, and crisis therapy. Since she has started her position, 27,315
cases have been opened of which she has worked on 1,140 cases. Of her 1,140 cases, 25% have
become significant, which are cases in which she has provided either a written advocacy or more
than two hours of service per week on the case. She said many of the written advocacies include
bond plans, mitigation plans or alternative sentencing plans, which have a 77% success rate with the
County Court and District Court judges. She does work with County agencies and community non-
profits including CenterPointe, Lutheran Family Services and Community Corrections. Nigro added
her work has made a difference in the sentencing plans, and judges have information that they may
not usually receive.

Additionally, Meinders stated she assists in data tracking, including case outcomes and competency
clients. She said she has been too busy to assist with misdemeanor cases and is grateful for another
social worker position for the office.

Yoakum inquired if other counties are adopting this staffing model. Meinders answered both Douglas
and Sarpy Counties have caseworkers and there has been a lot of interest across the State. Nigro
added Meinders has been a calming presence in the office.

When asked about how the office will look with a second social worker, Meinders said in addition to
being able to serve more clients, she has goals that include working more closely with the Lincoln
Regional Center on realistic discharge plans, and reaching out to clients about pre-treatment and
treatment plans.

The Board expressed their appreciation to Meinders for her dedication to the program and its clients.

4. HUMAN SERVICES UPDATE - Sara Hoyle, Director, Lincoln-Lancaster County Human

Services

A. Subrecipient Commitment Form for the National Institute of Justice School
Safety: A multi-level model to predict school violence: Putting the pieces
together

B. Subrecipient Commitment Form for the National Institute of Justice

Reoffending: A multi-level model to predict juvenile reoffending: Putting the
pieces together

Hoyle reviewed Items A and B (see agenda packet) stating both are federal grant opportunities in
which the County partners with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). The project is the
database in which juvenile justice data is being entered and reviewed on a quarterly basis by UNL.
The data is used for juvenile justice program improvement. She noted there is a limited number of
grants being awarded.
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C. Community Based Aid Grant Application in the amount of $1,071,025
Hoyle stated the funds are used for pre-adjudication community services (see agenda packet). The
funding amount is predetermined by the population of youth. She added the application is submitted
to the Nebraska Crime Commission annually.

D. Enhancement Community Based Aid Grant Application in the amount of
$379,995

Hoyle said this funding would be used for a statewide validated instrument for the assessment of the
risk needs of youth. Training on the assessment tool would also be offered.

E. Juvenile Services Grant Application in the amount of $353,167
Hoyle reviewed the grant application (see agenda packet).
The Board voted on Items 4A-E (see Action Item 10A).

STAFF VACANCY: COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS COORDINATOR - Kim Etherton,
Director, Community Corrections

Due to an upcoming staff retirement, Etherton requested permission to begin the hiring process for a
replacement. She said she would like the new employee to have an opportunity to train with the
current employee. The current employee would vacate the position at the end of the fiscal year.

It was the consensus of the Board for Etherton to continue with the advertising and hiring process.

5. BUDGET HEARING SCHEDULE — Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer

Meyer reviewed the budget hearing schedule (see agenda packet). It was the consensus of the
Board to move the June 10 meetings to June 15 and the May 20 to either May 18 or May 25.

Additionally, the staff meetings will continue to meet in Room 112 until further notice.
BREAK
The meeting was recessed at 9:47 a.m. and reconvened at 10:01 a.m.

6. STAFF VACANCY: COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS COORDINATOR - Kim Etherton,
Director, Community Corrections

Item moved forward on agenda.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION (LABOR NEGOTIATIONS AND LEGAL ADVICE) — Doug McDaniel,
Director, Lincoln-Lancaster County Human Resources; Pam Dingman, County Engineer; Kristy
Bauer, Deputy County Attorney

MOTION: Schorr moved and Yoakum seconded to enter Executive Session at 10:02 a.m. for the
purposes of receiving legal advice, labor negotiations, and to protect the public interest.

The Chair said it has been moved and seconded that the Board enter Executive Session.

ROLL CALL: Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Motion carried 5-0.
The Chair restated the purpose for the Board entering Executive Session.

Amundson exited the meeting.

MOTION: Schorr moved and Yoakum seconded to exit Executive Session at 10:39 a.m. Flowerday,
Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Amundson was absent. Motion carried 4-0.

7. FLEXIBLE SPENDING ACCOUNTS AND ARPA — Doug McDaniel, Director, Lincoln-
Lancaster County Human Resources

McDaniel informed the Board that the federal government has enacted the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA), in part of which the maximum allowance for dependent care flexible spending
reimbursements has been increased from $5,000 to $10,500 per family for the remainder of 2021. If
the County were to opt to allow affected employees to increase withholdings, Oracle would need to
be reprogrammed and open enrollment would be conducted for this one item. The recommendation
of the brokerage firm was for the County to not instate the changes. He added there are 29 County
employees and 56 City of Lincoln employees participating in the program. The City of Lincoln is not
recommending the program. He recommended not to implement the new limits.

It was the consensus of the Board to uphold the recommendation.

8. EXECUTIVE SESSION (LABOR NEGOTIATIONS AND LEGAL ADVICE) — Doug McDaniel,
Director, Lincoln-Lancaster County Human Resources; Pam Dingman, County Engineer; Kristy
Bauer, Deputy County Attorney

Item moved forward on the agenda.

9. COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE

No updates were given.
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10. ACTION ITEMS
A. Correlating Action Items from Item 4, Human Services Update:

1. Subrecipient Commitment Form for the National Institute of Justice
School Safety: A multi-level model to predict school violence: Putting
the pieces together

2. Subrecipient Commitment Form for the National Institute of Justice
Reoffending: A multi-level model to predict juvenile reoffending:
Putting the pieces together

3. Community Based Aid Grant Application in the amount of $1,071,025

4. Enhancement Community Based Aid Grant Application in the amount of
$379,995
5. Juvenile Services Grant Application in the amount of $353,167

MOTION: Flowerday moved and Yoakum seconded approval of the correlating action items as
outlined in Item 10A. Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Motion carried 5-0.

B. Closing Certificate for District Energy Corporation (DEC) Facility Revenue
Refunding Bonds Series 2021A and B for the DEC Facility serving the County-
City Campus
Item moved forward on agenda.
11. DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT
A. Commissioners' Award of Excellence
Item moved forward on agenda.
12. DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED
Southeast Nebraska Development District (SENDD) Board Meeting — Vest
New Americans Task Force Meeting — Yoakum
Emergency Medical Oversight Governing Board Meeting — Flowerday

Monthly Meeting with Chair, Vice-Chair and Planning Department — Vest /
Schorr / Derbin

oowp

Items A-D moved forward on agenda.

13. SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS
For informational purposes only.

14. EMERGENCY ITEMS

There were no emergency items.
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15. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Flowerday moved and Schorr seconded to adjourn at 10:43 a.m. Flowerday, Schorr,
Yoakum and Vest voted yes. Amundson was absent. Motion carried 4-0.

Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk
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04:09 PM Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
107th Legislature, 1st Regular Session

Document Senator Position Committee Status Description

A person would also not be able to knowingly participate in a rict or organize 6 or more persons to engage in a riot. This would be a Class | misdemeanor (unless serious
bodily injury results, then Class IV felony). A person would also not be able to intentionally interfere with a lawful meeting, procession, or gathering by physical action or
verbal utterance (Class Il misdemeanor). A person would also commit an offense by, without legal privilege, intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly obstructing a public way or
disobeying a reasonable request or order to move issued by someone with the authority to control use of the public way.

Nebraska County Attorneys Association Position: Support

Omaha Police Officers Association/Fraternal Order of Police position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Watch

League of Nebraska Municipalities position: Monitor

LB112 Albrecht Oppose Government, Military In Committee Require members of the public to be allowed to speak at each meeting subject to the Open Meetings
and Veterans Affairs 01/11/2021 Act
01/27/2021
This bill would require members of the public to be allowed to speak at each meeting subject to the Open Meetings Act, except for closed sessions pursuant to section 84-
1410.

Nebraska Association of School Boards position: Oppose
Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association position: Oppose
Nebraska State Education Association position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB125 McCollister ~ Monitor Government, Military In Committee Provide for ranked-choice voting for certain elections
and Veterans Affairs 01/11/2021
02/18/2021

Regarding the Election Act, this bill would allow for ranked-choice voting for certain elections. Ranked-choice voting means an election voting system in which a voter uses a
ranked ballot to indicate the voter's preference between candidates and the resuits are determined using the ranked-choice voting count. The Secretary of State would
provide for the proper and efficient administration of elections determined by ranked-choice voting. This method would be different from the traditional “fill-in-the-one-oval”
method, as each candidate would have to be ranked. The specific process is described.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

L.B133 Erdman Oppose Revenue In Committee Adopt the Nebraska EPIC Consumption Tax Act and eliminate certain other taxes
02/03/2021 01/11/2021

This bill would adopt the Nebraska EPIC Consumption Tax Act and eliminate certain other taxes. EPIC stands for the elimination of property (imposed pursuant to Chapter
77), income (state income and state sales and use tax imposed pursuant fo the Nebraska Revenue Act of 1967), and corporate taxes. The inheritance tax imposed pursuant
to sections 77-2001 to 77-2040 would also be repealed. This would become effective 12/31/2024. The Nebraska Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights would also be established, stating
that citizens of Nebraska are entitled to a fair and just tax system. Beginning on 1/1/2024, there would be a tax imposed on the use or consumption in the State of Nebraska
of taxable property or services. The rate would be 10.64%. Land, purchase of fuel, taxable property or service purchased for a business purpose in a trade or business,
investment purpose, educational purpose, and used property among other listed items would not be subject to the consumption tax.

The formula for consumption tax monthly allowance is provided as the product of the consumption tax rate and the monthly poverty level for a family of the size of the
qualified family. The process related to qualified families is provided in detail. The Consumption Tax Transition Fund would be created in order to pay the consumption tax
monthly allowance to the heads of households of qualified families. It would be a destination principle tax. The process related to registered sellers is provided in detail.
There would be a penalty of $500 for anyone who is required to register under this but fails to do so. This would not limit the ability of counties, cities, or villages from
imposing a separate consumption tax within their limits. Beginning 1/1/2024, the primary source of funding for all public and elementary schools and for all educational
service units would be the taxes collected under this Act.

The State Treasurer would transfer $240 million from the Cash Reserve Fund to the Consumption Tax Transition Fund on or before 12/31/2023. The Community College Aid
Act would apply until 1/1/2024. After this, community colleges would be funded as provided under this Act.
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Document Senator Position Committee Status Description
CHAMBER SUMMARY- "LB133 eliminates all state income, sales and use taxes, property taxes and inheritance taxes. Refer o LR 11 CA for the related Constitutional
Amendment. Beginning January 1, 2024, there is hereby imposed a fax on the use or consumption in the State of Nebraska of taxable property or services. The rate of the
consumption tax shall be ten and sixty-four hundredths percent (10. 649%). The person purchasing taxable property or services in the State of Nebraska shall be liable for the
tax. The bill creates numerous exemptions for purchases such as fuel, used property, property or service purchased for a business purpose in a frade or business, property
or service used for educational purposes, efc.

Funding for schools would be through a collective request through the Department of Education. Funding for other political subdivision would go through the local county. All
local political subdivisions would have to work with the county within their jurisdiction fo have the county submit a total budget request fo the Legisiature. "

Nebraska Hospital Association position: Oppose

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Bill of Concern
Nebraska State Chamber position: Oppose

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose
League of Nebraska Municipalities position: Oppose

Nebraska Economic Developers Association position: Monitor

LB139 Briese Monitor Judiciary In Committee Adopt the COVID-19 Liability Protection Act
02/18/2021 01/12/2021
Slama Priority
Bill

This bill would adopt the COVID-19 Liability Protection Act. Definitions are provided for COVID-19, COVID-19 state of emergency, first responder, gross negligence, health
care facility, health care provider, health care service, minimum medical condition, person, premises, public health guidance, and willful misconduct. A person would not be
able to bring or maintain a civil action seeking recovery for any injuries or damages sustained from exposure or potential exposure to COVID-19 unless the plaintiff can
prove, by clear and convincing evidence, that the civil action relates to a minimum medical condition resulting from gross negligence or willful misconduct.

A person would also not be able to bring or maintain a civil action (even against health care providers/facilities or first responders unless proven beyond clear and convincing
evidence) seeking recovery for any injuries or damages sustained from exposure or potential exposure to COVID-19 if the act or omission alleged to violate a duty of care
was permitted by, in substantial compliance with, or consistent with any federal or state statute, regulation, or order or public health guidance related fo COVID-19. A person
who owns, occupies, possesses, or is in control of a premises, including a tenant, lessee, or occupant of a premises would not be liable in any civil action seeking recovery
for any injuries or damages sustained from exposure or potential exposure fo COVID-19, unless the plaintiff can prove, by clear and convincing evidence, that the civil action
relates to a minimum medical condition resulting from gross negligence or willful misconduct. Any civil action related to COVID-19 exposure would have to be brought within
2 years after the cause of action would have accrued. This would apply to any cause of action accruing on or after the effective dafe of this act and before the earlier of
either 12/31/2022 or 1 year after the end of the COVID-19 state of emergency.

Nebraska State Chamber position: Support

Nebraska Hospital Association position: Monitor

Nebraska Association of School Boards position: Support

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support Letter

Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Organizations position: Monitor
Nebraska Economic Developers Association position: Support
Metropolitan Area Planning Agency position: Monitor

Nebraska Child Health & Education Alliance: Monitor

LB165 Erdman Oppose Revenue In Committee Change provisions relating to the assessment of real property that suffers significant property damage
Testimony  02/10/2021 01/12/2021
Relating to property taxes, damaged real property would replace the term destroyed real property. Any events causing significant property damage that occcurs with enough
frequency in this state would be made to grant property tax relief fo owners of real property adversely affected by such events. Significant property damage would no longer
include damage exceeding 20% of the property’s assessed value in the current tax year as determined by the county assessor. The county assessor would also inspect and
review all properties for which a report has been filed under this section and would submit a comprehensive report of all such properties to the county board of equalization

on or before July 20 of the current assessment year.
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Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose
League of Nebraska Municipalities postion: Monitor

LB179 Linehan Oppose Government, Military In Committee Transition from elected to appointed county assessors
Letter and Veterans Affairs 01/12/2021
02/19/2021

Starting on 1/1/2023, the county board of every county which has an elected county assessor would appoint a county assessor or designate the county clerk to serve as
county assessor. Each county having a population of more than 3,500 inhabitants and having more than 1,200 tax returns in any tax year would have a county assessor
appointed by the county board and each other county would have a county assessor or would have the county clerk serve as county assessor as determined by the county

board.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB188 Halloran Recommen Government, Military In Committee Adopt the Second Amendment Preservation Act
d: Monitor and Veterans Affairs 01/12/2021
02/24/2021

This bill would adopt the Second Amendment Preservation Act. Other than compliance with an order of a court, no agency or political subdivision of this state, or employee
of an agency or political subdivision of this state acting in such employee’s official capacity, would be abie to (1) knowingly and willingly participate in any way in the
enforcement of any federal act, law, order, rule, or regulation regarding a firearm, firearm accessory, or ammunition if the act, law, order, ruie, or regulation does not exist
under the laws of this state or (2) utilize any assets, state funds, or funds allocated by the state to local entities on or after the effective date of this act, in whole or in part, to
engage in any activity that aids a federal agency or corporation providing services to the federal government in the enforcement or any investigation pursuant to the
enforcement of any federal act, law, order, rule, or regulation regarding a firearm, firearm accessory, or ammunition if the act, law, order, rule, or regulation does not exist
undgr the laws of this state. This would be a civil penalty not to exceed $300,000 for credit fo the General Fund, and for a second or subsequent violation, a Class |
misdemeanor.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Watch

LB189 Halloran Monitor Revenue General File Change provisions relating to property tax refunds
02/10/2021 03/12/2021
Relating to property taxes, the refund of a tax or penalty or the receipt for the registration of a claim made of issued pursuant to this section shall be satisfied in full as soon
as practicable. If mutually agreed to by the governing body of the political subdivision and the person holding the receipt, such receipt would be applied to satisfy any tax
levied or assessed by that political subdivision which becomes due from the person holding the receipt until the claim is satisfied in full. For any refund or claim due under
z‘h/)'cs ssction, interest would accrue on the unpaid balance at the rate of 9% beginning on the date of entry of the final non appealable order or other action approving the
refund.

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Bill of Concern
Nebraska State Chamber position: Watch

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose
League of Nebraska Municipalities postion: Monitor

LB1982 Wishart Support Appropriations In Committee State intent regarding appropriations for law enforcement training and certification
Letter 02/18/2021 01/12/2021
This bill would state that the infent of the Legislature would be to appropriate $140,000 from the General Fund to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice for each of FY 2021-22 and 2022-23 for in-person and online training for law enforcement officer to be certified through an accreditation agency approved
by the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice.

Omaha Police Officers Association/Fraternal Order of Police position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support Letter
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1LB193 Wishart Support Appropriations In Committee State intent regarding appropriations for law enforcement training
Letter 02/18/2021 01/12/2021

This bill would state that the intent of the Legislature would be to appropriate $800,000 from the General Fund to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice for FY 2021-22 for the purchase of 2 law enforcement training systems and software to simulate real life encounters of law enforcement officers. It would
also be their intent that the systems and software be designed for law enforcement officers fo frain on the use of nondeadly force and that the Nebraska Police Standards
Advisory Council direct the location of such systems so that they are not located where similar systems are in place for law enforcement officers.

Omaha Police Officers Association/Fraternal Order of Police position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support Letter

LB236 Brewer Monitor Government, Military General File Permit counties to authorize carrying concealed weapons as prescribed
and Veterans Affairs 03/08/2021
02/24/2021 Clements
Priority Bill

Counties would have the power to authorize the carrying of concealed weapons for all persons not otherwise prohibited from possessing or carrying such weapons under
state or federal law.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB242 Brandt Support Government, Military General File Provide for county bridges under the Political Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act
and Veterans Affairs 02/17/2021
02/04/2021

A political subdivision would be able to use a design-build contract or construction management at risk contract under the Political Subdivisions Construction Alternatives Act
for a project to repair, retrofit, reconstruct, or replace any bridge. The County Bridge Incentive Program would be created. The department would administer the program
using funds from the Transportation Infrastructure Bank Fund designated for the County Bridge Match Program, except that no more than $10 million would be expended for
the County Bridge Incentive Program. The purpose of this program would be to incentivize innovative solutions and provide funding to accelerate the repair and replacement
of deficient bridges on the county road system.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support

LB259 Halloran Monitor Judiciary In Committee Authorize a civil action for damages sustained by public safety officers
02/18/2021 01/13/2021
A public safety officer would be able fo bring a civil action against any person, group of persons, organization, corporation, or the head of an organization or corporation for
(i) injury suffered during their official duties, (i) abridgement of the officer’s civil rights arising out of their civil duties, or (iii) the filing of a complaint against the officer, relating
fo the officer's performance of official duties, which the person filing knew was false when filed. Damages recoverable would include economic and noneconomic damages.

LB271 Morfeld Support Judiciary General File Adopt the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act
02/17/2021 03/10/2021
Speaker Priority
Bill

This bill would adopt the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act. Each county, through its county sheriff, would be able to participate in a 24/7 sobriety program. If a sheriff is unwilling or
unable to participate in a 24/7 sobriety program, the sheriff would be able to designate an entity willing to provide the service. This program would meet at least the following
minimum requirements: (a) testing would occur either twice a day or every day at a testing location or locations established by the county sheriff or a designated entity or
continuously with a continuous alcohol monitoring device or similar technology, (b) participants would enter into a participation agreement with the sheriff or designated
entity, and (c) participants would not consume alcohol or any drug not prescribed by a physician. Sanctions for violations of the program would be according to best
practices. If a person is enrolled in a 24/7 sobriety program under this Act and has not viclated any program conditions for drugs or alcohol affer 30 consecutive days of
testing, such person would be able to apply for a 24/7 sobriety program permit as a condition of bail under the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act. Such permit would expire at the
same time as the later of any administrative license revocation being served.

AM490 would add new language to Sections 5, 8, and 11. Section 5 would be amended to clarify that a 24/7 sobriety program permit could only be issued if the
person’'sbeen revoked pursuant fo an administrative license revocation and the person is not otherwise ineligible; Section 8 would be amended to clarify that the state
pretrial diversion plan for minor traffic violations does not apply to DU/ offenses. This section would also be amended to provide that DUI offenses are dismissed twelve
months after completion of pretrial diversion; Section 11 would be amended to clarify that only a person subject to administrative license revocation may apply for a 24/7
sobriety program permit.
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Nebraska County Attorneys Association Position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support Letter

LB304 Hansen, M. Support Appropriations In Commitiee Appropriate funds to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice
Letter 02/18/2021 01/14/2021
This bill would appropriate $172,000 from the General Fund for FY 2021-22 to the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice to be used by the
Nebraska Law Enforcement Training Center to enforce sections 81-1456 (employment of law enforcement officer; submit personnel change in status form,; record; contents;
report of termination or resignation in lieu of termination) and 81-1457 (employment of law enforcement officer; waiver to prospective employer; contents; form; former
employer; duties) relating to revocation of law enforcement officer certification.

Omaha Police Officers Association/Fraternal Order of Police position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Watch

LB310 Clements Oppose Revenue General File Change inheritance tax rates and exemption amounts
Testimony  02/18/2021 03/15/2021

Relating to inheritance tax rates and exemption amount, in the case of a father, mother, grandparent, sibling, child, or child legally adopted, the rate of tax would be: for (a)
decedents dying prior to 1/1/2022, 1% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of $40,000; (b) for decedents dying during calendar year
2022, 1% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of $150,000; (c) for decedents dying during calendar year 2023, 0.75% of the clear
market value of the property received by each person in excess of $150,000; (d) for decedents dying during calendar year 2023 or thereafter, 0.6% of the clear market value
of the property received by each person in excess of the applicable exempt amount for the year. For calendar year 2024, the exempt amount would be $160,000. For each
subsequent calendar year, the exempt amount would increase by $5,000.

In the case of an uncle, aunt, niece, or nephew related to the deceased by blood or legal adoption, the rate of tax would be: for (a) decedents dying prior to 1/1/2022, 13% of
the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of $15,000; (b) for decedents dying during calendar year 2022, 11% of the clear market value of
the property received by each person in excess of $60,000; (c) for decedents dying during calendar year 2023, 9% of the clear market value of the property received by each
person in excess of $62,500; (d) for decedents dying during calendar year 2023 or thereafter, 6% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in
excess of the applicable exempt amount for the year. For calendar year 2024, the exempt amount would be $65,000. For each subsequent calendar year, the exempt
amount would increase by $2,500.

In all other cases, the rate of tax would be: for (a) decedents dying prior to 1/1/2022, 18% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of
$10,000; (b) for decedents dying during calendar year 2022, 15% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of $40,000; (c) for decedents
dying during calendar year 2023, 12% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of $§42,500; (d) for decedents dying during calendar year
2023 or thereafter, 9% of the clear market value of the property received by each person in excess of the applicable exempt amount for the year. For calendar year 2024,
the exempt amount would be $45,000. For each subsequent calendar year, the exempt amount would increase by $2,500.

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Bill of High Concern
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB313 Sanders Support Revenue General File Change provisions relating to late applications for homestead exemptions
Letter 02/11/2021 03/15/2021

Introduced at the request of the Sarpy County Board of Commissioners and their highest priority this session. Relating to late applications for homestead exemptions, an
owner would be able fo file a late application if he or she includes a copy of the death certificate of a spouse who died during the year for which the exemption is requested.
This request for exemption would only be for the current tax year. The late application would be filed with the county assessor on or before June 30 of the year in which the
real estate taxes levied on the property for the current year become delinquent. Applications would include a copy of the death certificate of the deceased spouse. If the
approval occurs after the date on which the first half of the real estate taxes levied on the property for the current year become delinquent, such delinquency and any interest
would be removed from the tax roll. The approved application and other documentation would be forwarded fo the Tax Commissioner. Any delinquency or inferest accrued
prior to the application date would, in the case of a rejection, remain on the tax roll.

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Support
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support
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1LB326 Slama Monitor Judiciary In Committee Provide immunity for claims against first responders operating motor vehicles and arising from
02/18/2021 01/15/2021 vehicular pursuits and provide for policies, training, and duties relating to vehicular pursuits

Relating to tort claims, the Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act would not apply to any claim against an employee of a political subdivisions arising out of certain conduct
occurring within the court and scope of the employee’s employment by the political subdivision and any claim arising from the collision of a motor vehicle being operated by
a person fleeing a vehicular pursuit. A law enforcement agency would be able to, but would not be required to, adopt and implement a policy on vehicular pursuits and
provide training on vehicular pursuits. Requirements, elements, and standards for any policy on vehicular pursuits are listed in detail. The Nebraska Commission on Law
Enforcement and Criminal Justice would be able to develop and distribute a suggested mode! vehicular pursuit policy for use by law enforcement agencies, but the
Commission would not mandate the adoption of the model policy. On or before 1/1/2022, the Nebraska Police Standards Advisory Council would develop a training program
and develop standards and procedures relating to vehicular pursuits. The State Tort Ciaims Act would not apply to any claim against a law enforcement officer employed by
the state arising out of a vehicular pursuit that occurred within the course and scope of the employee’s employment or any claim arising from the collision of a motor vehicle
being operated by a person fleeing a vehicular pursuit.

Omaha Police Officers Association/Fraternal Order of Police position: Neutral
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support Letter

LB329 Wayne Support Revenue In Commiittee Change provisions relating to taxes imposed on the average wholesale price of gasoline
Letter 03/04/2021 01/15/2021
Introduced at the request of the League of Nebraska Municipalities. The minimum average wholesale price of gasoline to be used to calculate the tax in this section for tax
periods, beginning on and after 7/1/2021, would be $2.44. In no case would the average wholesale price of gasoline be less than the minimum amount required under this
subsection. The Department would use at least 35% of the amount allocated fo the Highway Cash Fund to pay for surface transportation projects, as defined in section 29-
2702 (money received; disposition), of the highest priority as determined by the Department.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Support Letter
League of Nebraska Municipalities position: Support

LB330 Wayne Monitor Judiciary In Committee Raise the jurisdictional age limit for juvenile court to age twenty-one for certain purposes
01/28/2021 01/15/2021
This bill would raise the jurisdictional age limit for juvenile court to age 21 years (no longer 18 or 19 years) for certain provisions. A person under 21 years of age arraigned in
county court or district court prior to the effective date of this act would be able to file a motion to transfer the case to juvenile court if a conviction has not yet been obtained,
whether by trial or plea of guilty or nolo contendere.

Nebraska County Aftorneys Association Position: Oppose

LB335 Flood Monitor Judiciary In Committee Require announcement of the average cost of incarceration at sentencing for sentences served at the
02/10/2021 01/15/2021 Department of Correctional Services
Beginning 9/15/2022, when sentencing a defendant to any term of imprisonment in an institution of the department, the court would announce in open court and on the
record the total estimated cost to the taxpayers of such term of imprisonment. On or before 8/1/2022, and on or before each August 1 thereafter the Department would
calculate the average cost of imprisonment for inmates in Department institutions for the preceding year and report such amount or amounts to the commission in a form and
manner prescribed by the commission.

LB339 Bostelman Oppose Transportation and In Committee Require a utility coordination plan for certain highway and bridge contracts
Testimony  Telecommunications 01/15/2021
02/16/2021

Any contract exceeding $50,000 for the construction, reconstruction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of a road, street, highway, bridge, or other related structure to

which the Department of Transportation or any city of the metropolitan class, any city of the primary or first class, or any county with more than 25,000 inhabitants is a party
would require a utility coordination plan.

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB3759 Hilgers Monitor Appropriations In Committee Provide, change, and eliminate provisions relating to appropriations
02/05/2021 01/20/2021 .
Part of the biennial budget package, this is the deficit appropriations bill for FY2020-21. Meaning this is spending that must pass by June 30, 2020 to preserve a balanced
budge and to keep departments whole. It also allows for dollars to be spent on new projects needed before June 30, 2021.
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LB380

Hilgers Monitor Appropriations In Committee Appropriate funds for the expenses of Nebraska State Government for the biennium ending June 30,
02/05/2021 01/20/2021 2023
Part of the bienneial budget package, this is the mainline appropriations bill for 2021-23. All programatic spending will be housed in this bill.

Nebraska Hospital Association position: Monitor

Nebraska State Education Association position: Neutral

Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Organizations position: Support
Nebraska Economic Developers Association position: Monitor

Nebraska Child Health & Education Alliance: Monitor

L.LB407

McDonnell Neutral Business and Labor General File Include certain county correctional officers in provisions governing mental injuries and mental ilinesses
02/01/2021 02/11/2021 under the Nebraska Workers' Compensation Act

Regarding the Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Act, definitions would be included for “county correctional officer” and “high-population county.” The definition of “personal
injury” would include mental injuries and mental illness unaccompanied by physical injury for an employee who is a county correctional officer. The definition of “high-risk
individual” would include a person in the custody of a county jail or in the process of being placed in the custody of a county jail in a high-population county.

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Bill of Concern
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Watch
Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Organizations position: Monitor

.B408

Briese Oppose Revenue General File Adopt the Property Tax Request Act
01/27/2021 03/02/2021
Geist Priority Bill
This bill would adopt the Property Tax Request Act and is the statutory equivalent of LR22CA. Definitions are included for approved bonds, political subdivision, property tax
request, and real growth value. A political subdivision’s property tax request for any year would not exceed its property tax request in the prior year by more than 3%, except
as otherwise provided in this section. A political subdivision would be able to exceed the limit provided in this section by an amount approved by a majority of registered
voters voting on the issue in a primary, general, or special election at which the issue is placed before the registered voters. The limit in this section would not apply to that
portion of a political subdivision’s property tax request that is needed to pay the principal and interest on approved bonds and that will be derived from the real growth value
for the political subdivision.

The Committee Amendment becomes the bill. The changes from LB408, as introduced are noted below. All other provisions from LB408 are included in the Committee
Amendment. Section 4 (Page 4, Lines 19-31 through Page 6, Lines 1-14) that a political subdivision's property tax request in any year shall not exceed its request authority.
Request authority shall be equal to the political subdivision's tax request from the prior year multiplied by 103%.

By a majority vote of a political subdivision's governing board, the political subdivision may exceed the 3% limit for no more than 2 consecutive years. If this situation occurs,
the property tax request of the political subdivision shall be reduced to ensure the increase in the property tax request does not exceed 9% over a 3-year period. The 3-year
period will be measured using the year when the political subdivision exceeds the 3% limit as the first year. If the vote to exceed the 3% limit is for 2 consecutive years, the
3-year period shall be measured twice using each of the 2 consecutive years as the first year of the applicable 3-year period. The 3% limit shall not apply to a political
subdivision's property tax request that will be derived from the real growth value of

the political subdivision.

A political subdivision that chooses not to increase its property tax request by the full 3% may carry forward one-half of its unused request authority to future years as
carryover request authority. Carryover request authority may be used in future years to increase the political subdivision's tax request above the 3% limit. The 3% limit shall
apply to property tax requests set in 2022 through 2027. The 3% limit shall not longer apply fo property tax request set in 2028 and thereafter. Section 13-506 is amended to
require the presentation required at a budget hearing shall also include information showing the political subdivision is in compliance with the Property Tax Request Act.

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Bill of High Concern
Nebraska Association of School Boards position: Follow

ESU Coordinating Council position: Oppose

Nebraska Council of School Administrators position: Oppose
Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association position: Oppose
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Nebraska State Education Association position: Oppose

Schools Taking Action for Nebraska Children Education position: Oppose
Nebraska State Chamber position: None

Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

Greater Nebraska Schools Association postion: Oppose - Testify

Lincoln Public Schools position: Oppose

LB419 Cavanaugh, Neutral Judiciary In Committee Require appointment of counse! in eviction proceedings and provide for a filing fee
J. 02/04/2021 01/20/2021
Relating to civil actions, at the commencement of any eviction proceeding, the court would appoint counsel for the tenant unless the tenant is already represented by
counsel. The tenant would be able to waive court-appointed counsel or retain the tenant’s own counsel and the cost of any court-appointed counsel would be paid by the
county. Counsel appointed here would apply to the court before which the proceedings were had for fees for services performed. In addition to all other court costs assessed
according to law, an eviction proceeding fee of $50 would be assessed in each county court and district court. Additional information required for summons is listed in detail.

Douglas County Board of Commissioners position: Bill of Concern
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB424 Brewer Oppose Government, Military In Committee Provide and change zoning requirements for wind energy generation projects
Letter and Veterans Affairs 01/20/2021
02/26/2021

Beginning 9/1/2021, no wind energy generation project would be constructed unless the county in which the project would be located has zoning regulations or a zoning
resolution meeting the requirements of this section. The zoning provisions would address fixed-distance setbacks, noise standards, any noise-measuring instruments,
decommissioning terms and conditions, and fees for conditional use permits for wind energy generation projects. The procedure used to measure noise would meef the
requirements offthe American National Standards Institute, the International Electrotechnical Commission, or the International Organization for Standardization for the
measurement of sound.

Nebraska State Chamber position: Oppose
Nebraska Association of County Officials position: Oppose

LB427 Monitor Health and Human In Committee State intent that substance abuse and behavicral health treatment for juveniles by the Department of
Services 01/20/2021 Health and Human Services not be delayed
02/03/2021

It would be the intent of the Legislature that no institution under the supervision of the Department of Health and Human Services at which the department provides inpatient
or subacute substance abuse or behavioral health residential treatment for juveniles under the jurisdiction of a juvenile court would delay such treatment to a juvenile when
such treatment has been determined necessary or has been order by a juvenile court.

Nebraska Association of Behavioral Health Organizations position: Support

1L.B428 Monitor Health and Human General File Entitlement of juveniles at youth rehabilitation and treatment centers to receive an appropriate
Services 03/16/2021 educational equivalent to educational opportunities offered in public schools
02/03/2021 Health and
Human Services
Priority Bill

Each youth and rehabilitation center would provide an age-appropriate and developmentally appropriate education program for each juvenile that can award relevant and
necessary credits toward high school graduation that will be accepted by any public school district in the state. Juveniles commitfed to the centers would be entitled to
receive an appropriate education equivalent to educational opportunities offered within the regular settings of public school districts across the state.

AM 566 incorporates LB 429, LB 570, LB 425, and LB 427 info LB 428. LB 429 requires notification by the Department of Health and Human Services to the Legislature
prior to implementation of substantial changes to facilities and programs under the Office of Juvenile Services. The provisions of LB 429, as amended, are included in
section 1 of AM 566. Section 1 inserts a new subsection [2] in section 43-404 to require the Department of Health and Human Services [DHHS]J to notify the Legislature at
least 120 days prior to implementing any substantial changes fo the facilities and programs under the jurisdiction of the Office of Juvenile Services [OJS]. The term
'substantial changes,' for purposes of the bill, is defined as: [1] The establishment of a new youth rehabilitation and treatment center; [2] The relocation of a youth

rehabilitation and treatment program to another state-operated or private facility;




































































































































































































































